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Poetry Workshop: How to Engage your Students in Poetry
For Secondary Educators in El Paso and Teller Counties
Presented by: Colorado College and the Pikes Peak Poet Laureate Project

What: Training in strategies to engage students in poetry and in using poetry to support the             

            educational goals of English curricula.
Where:  Colorado College’s newly opened Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts 
               Center (located at Cascade and Cache La Poudre)
When: Saturday September 27, 2008 8:00 AM to 4:15 PM
Cost: $60  (late registration, received after August 31, is $75)

           - CDE certificate will be available at no additional cost
           - Extra cost option for UCCS 1 hour of graduate credit will very likely be available 
For Information: e-mail info@pikespeakpoetlaureate.org or call 634-2204
Program Schedule: 
Morning 
7:45 to 8:15 – Registration and coffee 

8:15 to 9:15 – Keynote: The Status of Teaching Poetry Today -.Aaron Anstett, the new Pikes Peak Poet Laureate, and David Mason, CC Professor of Poetry will discuss ideas and strategies for getting students engaged in poetry and performance as a teaching technique. 
9:15 to 11:00 – Morning Break Out Sessions: Four different small group sessions (limited to 12 -15 persons per group.)  Each session will emphasize identifying concerns, exercises, experiential participation, group sharing/discussion and problem solving.  Register early to ensure a place in the two sessions of your choice. 
Session A: Performance as a Teaching Technique (David Mason)
Teachers don’t have to be professional actors to model the pleasures of performance for their students. And students don’t have to be actors to enjoy speaking poems aloud and learning from such activities. This session will emphasize ideas about performance in the classroom, ways of involving students in poetry as pleasure and poetry as communication. Hands-on strategies for opening up the art of poetry through performance will be offered.

Session B: Making Poetry Public (Aaron Anstett)
This class on the public side of poetry is taught by our region's first Poet Laureate.

Once your students’ poems are written, critiqued, revised, and ready for a larger audience, what next? This course assumes that poems are astonishment delivery systems that require recipients: readers/listeners. It explores creating print and online journals; the mechanics of submitting work for publication; organizing readings; and other opportunities to help your students’ work find the audience that it deserves. 

Session C: Recipes for Successful Poetry Writing (Ava Heinrichsdorff/Jim Ciletti) 
This session will focus on tried and true creative writing recipes and tools to get students motivated and writing, then critiquing approaches for successful rewriting. Starting with collaboration games, group poems, metaphor games and others, we'll present and practice strategies and tools for teaching creative writing successfully. You will write a poem: create a first draft, share it, then demonstrate supportive critiquing that builds confidence in the classroom and explore poetic tools that help revise creatively. We'll outline approaches to evaluation and grading, Internet resources, plus follow-up activities, slam and performance skills, including classroom and school-wide presentations of poetry.  

Session D: Performing Hip-Hop Poetics (Kirsten Ortega)
Writing hip-hop poems in the classroom setting can be an exciting, interactive opportunity to create desk-banging rhythms together, produce alliterative rhymes, and perform personal expression. In this session, we will discuss and practice methods of giving students vocabulary to analyze hip-hop lyrics critically and, then, produce their own hip-hop poems for performance. 

11:15 to 12:00 – CSAP Success: Educational content standards for the CSAP and strategies for test success on poetry questions (Presented by Vince Puzick, District-11 Literacy Facilitator) 

This will be an interactive session looking at CSAP released items in poetry, poetry instruction in a standards-based environment, and classroom strategies to ensure student success on poetry questions.  

Lunch

12:00 to 1:00 Lunch will be provided and will include presentations by local performance poets
Afternoon 

1:00 to 3:00 – Afternoon Break Out Sessions: Same sessions as in the morning but participants must choose a different option. 
3:15 to 4:00 – Panel Discussion: Making Poetry Public and Community Resources: Jessy Randall, Kirsten Ortega and TBD
· Web-based poetry and resources 

· Participating in “Poetry for the People”: connecting middle and high-school students with UCCS students; using poetry to make meaning and build community.
· Let us know what other topics you would like addressed, such as slams, festivals, publication, poetry day, haiku, integrating poetry with other art forms, how to self-publish or get their kids’ work “out there.” local organizations, local poets in the schools, etc. 

4:00 to 4:15 - Ideas for area-wide activities, wrap up, evaluation, follow up, and suggestions for future workshops.
4:15 Adjourn
Workshop Faculty 

Aaron Anstett: Aaron was recently inaugurated as Poet Laureate of the Pikes Peak Region for 2008-2010.  His books are Sustenance, No Accident, and Each Place the Body's. Recent awards and recognition include Pushcart Prize Nominations, the Backwaters Press Prize, the Nebraska Book Award, and the Balcones Poetry Prize. Aaron has taught creative writing most recently at CSU-Pueblo and for Lighthouse Writers. He received his MFA from the Iowa Writers' Workshop. Anstett's poems have appeared widely in journals and anthologies and on Poetry Daily, Verse Daily, and Garrison Keillor's The Writer's Almanac. His involvement in promoting poetry locally includes organizing and hosting a number of readings, judging local and national writing contests, overseeing chapbook contests, participating in poetry slams, and corralling the work of local poets for publication.
David Mason: David is the author of several award-winning books of poems including: Ludlow, an epic story of the 1914 coal field tragedy and massacre near Trinidad, The Buried Houses, The Country I Remember, Arrivals, and a collection of essays The Poetry of Life and the Life of Poetry.  He has edited several poetry anthologies. His work has appeared in Harper’s, The New Republic, The Nation, The Weekly Standard, The Times Literary Supplement, The New York Times, Poetry, The Hudson Review, The Sewanee Review and others and been read on the air by Garrison Keillor.  He teaches English/Poetry at Colorado College.
Jim Ciletti: Award winning poet James Ciletti started his career as a public poet with the Colorado Poets-in-the-Schools project and has been publishing, performing, and teaching ever since.  Selected as 2003 Poet-of-the-Year by the Pikes Peak Arts Council, his latest book is Sunfire.
Ava Molnar Heinrichsdorff: Ava is co-author of the novel The Fire Goddess and author of many short works for popular and professional publications.  She edited Assassination of Light: Modern Saudi Short Stories; Voices of Change: Short Stories by Saudi Arabian Women Writers; and other works from nonfiction to poetry.  For 25 years she chaired the English Department at The Colorado Springs School, where her students won many prizes in creative writing.  Her teaching has won a state, a national and an international award.  As well as writing seminars she also leads international folk dance workshops and festivals.
Kirsten Ortega: Kirsten Bartholomew Ortega taught high school English in New York City from 1997 to 2000 and is now assistant professor of Poetry and American literature at UCCS. She has authored scholarly publications on the poetry of Gwendolyn Brooks and Adrienne Rich. In 2007 she implemented June Jordan’s “Poetry for the People” class at New College of Florida; she will begin this class at UCCS in the spring of 2009.

Vince Puzick: Vince Puzick is a graduate of Palmer High School.  He has a BA in English from Colorado State University and an MA from Stanford University.  Vince has taught for 21 years and currently serves as the K-12 Literacy Facilitator for Colorado Springs School District #11.

Registration Form for
Poetry Workshop (9/27/08): How to Engage your Students in Poetry

Name:  

Address: 

City:                                     State:                    Zip: 

Phone (Day):                                  Phone (Evening):
E-Mail: 

School:                                            Grade Level:   
District: 

Preference for Break Out Sessions (indicate 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th) 

____  A: Performance as a Teaching Technique 

____  B: Making Poetry Public 

____  C: Recipes for Successful Poetry Writing

____  D: Performing Hip Hop Poetics 

Yes:___ No: ____ I will want to receive a certificate for CDE hours from the workshop at no             

                               additional cost

Yes:___  No:___  I am interested in receiving information about how the workshop can be 
used as partial fulfillment of a one hour graduate level credit UCCS course    

but at extra cost. 

For questions or to reserve a place (or places) in the workshop prior to submitting this registration form with payment, send an e-mail to info@pikespeakpoetlaureate.org 
or call: 634-2204

Workshop Cost:  $60    (Late registration cost, received after August 31, is $75)
Payment information: 

     To pay by check:

· Make checks payable to “PPLD Foundation”
· Write “9/27/08 Poetry Workshop” in the memo field

· Mail this registration form and your check to

9/27/08 Poetry Workshop

c/o PPLD Foundation

P.O. Box  1579

Colorado Springs, CO 80901

     To pay by credit card call 719-531-6333 x2205
9/27/08 Workshop: Engaging Your Students in Poetry


