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Poet Jim Ciletti selected as 2010-12 Pikes Peak Poet Laureate 

Announcement and inauguration takes place during National Poetry Month

Colorado Springs, Colo. (April 20, 2010)  - The Pikes Peak region has chosen Jim Ciletti, a writer, teacher,and community poet who is highly involved in the local literary community, as the 2010-2012 Pikes Peak Poet Laureate.

The selection was announced today by the Pikes Peak Poet Laureate Project, which was initiated in 2008 with the goal of supporting programs that connect poets and poetry with the community in El Paso and Teller counties
Ciletti follows poet Aaron Anstett, who was chosen as the inaugural Pikes Peak Poet Laureate. One of Anstett’s projects as poet laureate in 2008-2010 included “Poetry While You Wait,” a collection of poetry penned by residents of the Pikes Peak region. 
Ciletti will serve a two-year term and take his or her work to business gatherings, college campuses, K-12 schools, community centers, and more in El Paso and Teller counties. The Pikes Peak Poet Laureate Project will also connect other regional poets with community groups and schools for special events.

“I am virtually ecstatic about being appointed to be the Poet Laureate,” Ciletti said. “My goal is to help audiences, young and old alike, enjoy a new appreciation of poetry. 
Upcoming projects will include a new Web site, coloradolifeinpoetry.com, updated weekly with poems community members and local poets. Ciletti also plans to help create local poetry circles in people’s homes, and poetry events that celebrate the ethnic and cultural diversity of the community.    
“I see the Poet Laureate’s role as an opportunity to inspire and celebrate poets and poetry in our community,” Ciletti said. “A Poet Laureate program is about the common good, advocating for and creating inspiring experiences of poetry for audiences, and supporting and nurturing other poets.” 

Ciletti has been the poet-in-resident at the Orme School Fine Arts Festival in Mayer, Arizona for 40 years, and he teaches ongoing creative writing workshops at Fremont Correctional Facility. Recent publications include Old Pickup Trucks on Taos Streets and Sky for the forthcoming issue of EDGZ; Why I Love My Brother, the opening chapter of Jim’s novel in progress, published in the Winter 2009 issue of Passager, Issue #47; and poems selected by Dona Stein for her Radio Show Poetry Anthology, due out in May. He has also published two books of poems: Sunfire (2007) and  At The Crack Of Dawn (2002).
A reception to inaugurate the Poet Laureate will be held at 4:30 p.m. Sat., April 24 at Penrose Library. 

The Project’s presenting partners are Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado College, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, the Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR) and Poetry West. For more information about the Pikes Peak Poet Laureate Project, visit www.pikespeakpoetlaureate.org or call COPPeR at (719) 634-2204.  
  Digital photos of Ciletti are available upon request: contact doller@ppld.org.
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